
COMMENT ON NOTE
BY BRITISH PRESS

Anxious to Satisfy United
States, But Insistent on

W I If.

tngiana s wgnis.

DAYS OF THE CIVIL WAR
RECALLED FOR PRECEDENT

Both Governments, It Is Asserted,
Should Endeavor to Remove

Causes of Friction.

LONDON". January 2..The Spectator
discusses at length the American note
repardinp the detention of American
ships by the British. It recopnizes that
interests of neutrals differ from those
of bclliperents in all wars and says it
would be extremely unfair to object to
frank statements by neutral countries
of tlieir views. Observinp that it is
much easier in some ways to be a

belliperent than a neutral, the Spectatorpoints out that in some future war

Enpland may be a neutral, in which
event she would be desirous o? upholdinpthe riphts of neutrals as America
now is.
Declaring that at the time of the last

conference at The Hague it was generallyassumed that Kngland was more
likely to be a neutral than a belligerentin future wars, the Spectator continues:

Anxious to Be Just.
"Though we have every desire to be

just to Americans, we must also be
just to ourselves. We are engaged in
perhaps the very greatest war the
world has ever known. It is involving
us in a terrific toll of life and money,
and we are justified in using all recognizedmethods of warfare to abridge
this toll and bring the war to an end."
The Spectator adds that, the difficultiesunder which American trade is

laboring are not due primarily to interferencewith shipping by British
warships, but rather to the generallisturbance to trade occasioned by the
war throughout the world.
"The sooner peace is restored the bet-

t^r it will be for American trade," the
article continues. "If we can by naval
pressure prevent our enemies from rerfiving-supplies from neutrals, we
clearly shall be advancing- the date at
v. hich peace become possible."
The Spectator asserts that in manyimportant instances the Germans have

violated the conventions adopted at
The Hague, to which America is a
party. Being the greatest neutral
state, she is under peculiar obligations
to insist upon the sanctity of The
Hague convention.

Suggests America's "Duty."
Without suggesting that America

should go to war, the Spectator insists
that the bystander is under legal obligationto interfere "to prevent crime."
It says that people on both sides of the
Atlantic would attach greater importanceto President Wilson's note if
preceded or accompanied by equally
st rong representations against breaches
of The Hague convention with which
it charges Germany. It argues that
American trade has suffered greatlv
from the disappearance of German
shipping, and states that the difficul-1
ties i nthe cotton trade antedate the
war.
"It is 3*et to be explained how, except

by carefully searching ships on the
way to neutral countries contiguous,
to Germany, we can prevent the Ger-
mans from being supplied with ma-|
terials required by the German army,"
says the Spectator. It advances the argumentthat statistics of American exportsof copper to neutral states show
that some of this metal is being suppliedto Germany, and asks:
"Does President Wilson, do the Americanpeople, expect this country to look

on unmoved while our enemies are thus
supplied with the means of kilPng our
soldiers?"
The American copper interests, it is

c-.i i/1 nan aall tn iVia all5n»l natinne a>* * A

neutrals not adjoining- Germany at
prices as high as or higher than before
the war. It states, however, that the
demand of the American "copper kings"
is that they be permitted to sell copper
to England's enemies at inflated prices,
which demand cannot be granted. The
Spectator says that Americans will remembertheir own actions during the
civil war. ar.d concludes:
"Our traders claimed the commercial

tights which, in fact if not in name,
were the rights of supplying to the
enemies of the United States goods
needed by those enemies to continue
the war. The north sternly refused to
recognize any such rights for neutral
powers. Will Any American now stand
forth and declare that his father was
in the wrong?"

Like Caudor of Friend.
The Saturday Review describes the

not'1 of President Wilson as "a documentfrom a candid friend, who, just
because he is a friend, can say tilings
which between strangers would be regardedas having too rough an edge."
The Review does not think it should be
impossible for two governments, who
have no wish to find causes for taking

Ithe offensive, to-reconcile their conflict
in points of view.
The position of a belligerent with respectto the command of the sea, says

this paper, is different, even when neutralgovernments are friends. But this
position is determined absolutely by
the fact that England has that commandof the sea and "cannot surrender
her right to use it for tne defeat of
the enemy by any means sanctioned
under international law."
"Unfortunately," the Review continues."it is necessary to interfere with

the custom of neutral countries of sellingin the clearest markets," but there
Is evidence that Britain will "strain to
meet every reasonable complaint and
make the yoke of the trident as light
as incompatible with the objects of the
British navy."

Ca^s It "Error of Tact.''
The Nation says:
"We confess to feeling some regret as

to the form of America's note. We
wish it had been somewhat differently
expressed and dispatched in accord-

Iance with the accustomed way.we
will not say of diplomacy, but of
friendly correspondence.
"There are two ways of conducting a

controversy of public interest. A man
may give his correspondent the sole
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benefit of his mind, or lie may turn a
missive into a missile by dispatching
one copy of it to the press at OT beforethe hour of its receipt by the
person immediately concerned. It appearsthat the State Department of
America chose the latter course, but
there is no call to turn an error of
tact into one of substance.
"For the rest there is no deeply seriouscause for complaint. It was inevitablethat a nation not at war

should fail to understand the difficultiesof one who is, especially when the
interests of belligerent and neutral are
in conflict."
The Nation says the war, to some extent,is one of economic exhaustion,

but more one of ammunition, which, it
declares, already is approaching the
period of deterioration. The allies, it
adds, think it essential to prevent
materials of war, especially copper and
antimony, from reaching the German
army, but that the right of search is
not the perfect instrument for this, as
it implies the overhauling of cargoes
and the detention, delay and deteriorationof perishable goods. It adds that
if the United States is hostile on the
merits of the war the process must appearto be an unmitigated nuisance, but
If the United States on the whole sym-

... « I. «1.n nllino -1w. *YI1,C3«- J.

conscious of a divided mind. She has
her own trade interests to consider, it
declares, and also is interested in
bringing the war to an end, and to a

right end.

Complains of False Manifests.
The Nation complains of false mani-

fests and the declaring- of ships' mani-
fests only thirty days after the sailingof a vessel. It says each party
owes a duty to the other. It expresses
doubt if a serious attempt has been
made to curtail Germany's food supply,
sustains I.ord Salisbury's doctrine with
respect to foodstuffs and says it hopes
that no food will be stopped unless it
is destined for the army. The newspa-
per considers that the enormous Italian
imports of copper probably have been
due to war preparations.

"It is, indeed, the general attitude,"
the Nation says, in conclusion, "which
is the real test of the relationship of
great friendly countries under stress of
a world-wide war. Granted we have
annoyed American traders by making
contraband some of their southern
products, as well as by our embargo
on the export of rubber and wool, it
is for us to show that there has been
reasonable consideration for fair tradinirand for America to show that there
has been proper policing of unfair
traffic for high profits. Speculative
shippers of all countries rush into such
ventures in times of war, but they are

mere dealers in international mischief
and the special plagues of their own

governments. Here is no cause for
Anglo-American friction."

U. S. WOULD NOT BE UNJUST.

French So Declare, and Predict Settlementof Shipping Troubles.
PARIS, January 2..Extensive commentson the American note to the

British government are appearing in
the French press. It is agreed that no

danger exists of a rupture of the excellentrelations between the United
States and England, France and Russia.The opinion is expressed generallythat the conciliatory attitude of
both the American and British governmentspoints to an amicable adjustment.
America, it is said, of all nations,

would avoid any unjust policy. Several
newspapers say that President Wilson's
own reference to the sharp practices
employed by some American shippers
appear to justify the precautionary
measures which have been taken.
The suggestion is made incidentally

that the American note renders imperativethe publication by France of
the new list of contraband articles.
This revised list has just been agreed
upon by the allies.
Germany, the newspapers declare, has

inaugurated new methods of warfare,
which are criticised severely. In consequenceof these measures, it is asserted,it has been necessary for the
allies to defend themselves vigorously,
and all measures adopted have been
dictated by necessity. The general
opinion is that there will be little difficultyin making a satisfactory explanationto thu Amp.rip.an government alone
these lines. j
COMMERCE PROTECTION ONLY.

Paper Says Note Must Not Be Taken
as Expression of Irritation.

ROME, January 1, 8:45 p.m..The
Tribuna, commenting on the American
note to the British government regardinginterference with her shipping
at sea, says:
"America, the Scandinavian countries

and Italy are united by an informal
Understanding which might become
formal if the abuses continue. They
only desire to see their commerce protectedand demand that international
rules, instead of arbitrary belligerents,
reign over the 6eas.
"The American note, or similar views

from other neutrals, must not be taken
as an expression of irritation at the
injury to their commerce by the inconsiderateapplication of international
rights."

WILL BEQUEATH BRAINS
TO CAUSE OF SCIENCE

Dr. L. 0. Howard of This City Joins
With Two Others in Novel

Covonfo
utct VU UU * UliL^J.

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., January 2..
Efforts to Induce eminent scientists,
captains of industry and political leadersto permit their brains to be examinedafter death will be made by membersof the American Association for
the Advancement of Science.
This announcement was made at the

closing session of the sixty-sixth annualconvention of the association yesterday.Copies of addresses on the
brain made at a symposium will be
sent broadcast, and at the midsummer
meeting of the association at San Franciscoin August every delegate will be
asked to bequeath his brain to specialistsfor study.

Members of Association.

Three members of the association,
Dr. Edward Pickering, Harvard; Dr.
Henry Skinner, Academy of Natural
Science, Philadelphia, and Dr. L. O.
Howard, Washington, permanent secretaryof the association, announced
that they contemplate bequeathing
their brains to the cause of scientific
investigation.

"Science has had the opportunity to
study the brains of plenty of murderers,"
declared Dr. Howard, "but it is not often
that a brain of a man of really high
caliber may be compared with those of

» criminals or men of lower mentality."

Says Air Does Not Carry Disease.
The theory that air currents carry

disease perms was disputed by Dr. A. C.
Abbott of the University of Pennsylvania.
"In the near future," said Dr. Abbott,
"the term 'air-borne diseases' will be
nothing: more than a ligure of si>eech.
The air does not carry disease. No
amount of ventilation that will yet leave
a room habitable will drive bacteria from
the atmosphere. Bacteria quickly descend
to surfaces and cling to them, and
ventilation or no ventilation plays no
part in their spread."

E. P. Morris of Yale was elected presidentof the American Philological Association.
Overcome by Gas.

Mrs. Emma Greenwalt, 815 21st street
northwest, was accidentally overcome

by illuminating gas in her bedroom
yesterday afternoon. She was taken
to Emergency Hospital, where she
Quickly recovered.

HEARD AND SEEN

By Earl
i1
Possibly one of the symptoms of the

millennium will be the funeral obsequiesover the hatchet that is now upliftedbetween lively street urchin and
the police. Talk about the lion and the
lamb reposing in peace together! When
the street urchin ceases to view the
guardians of the peace as their naturalenemies the world will have taken
a step toward universal disarmament.
These observations are caused by

the sight of a policeman on a slippery
sidewalk on Wisconsin avenue on a

slippery morning early this week.
There was a film of ice of dangerous
possibilities on streets and sidewalks
and walking was'an adventurous proposition.The policeman was of large,

iffyi/>x.
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The policeman grew red In the face

nith rase.

superdreadnaught type and was steamingcautiously southward, while a

small fleet of urchins, destroyer type,
were keeping watch of him from the
o fling.
As the dreadnaught started across

Dumbarton avenue his feet slipped.
The boys took due notice. The feet
slipped a little more, the policeman
clutched madly at anything and everythingand failing to find support, sat
down with a crash. Had the dreadnaughtbeen torpedoed it could not
have gone down more suddenly.
The boys yelled in unison, a short

staccato yelp of fierce boy joy; and
the dreadnaught endeavored to get its
underpinning free and clear and rise
to the surface. The street was too
slippery and the effort failed. The
policeman sat down again, amid the
chorus of joyous shouts from the
enemy.
Then one of the boys grabbed a. handfulof snow and molding it into a soggy

ball, let drive with what the Diamond
Dick writers call "unerring aim." It
found its target in the back of the
policeman's neck: and instantly the
air was crowded with flying snow missiles.It looked as if every one of
them struck home.
Under the shower of snow balls the

policeman grew red in the face with
rage. His hat flew to the right, his
feet to the left, and his temper went
up in the air.
His toes gained a grip on the bricks

at last, but as he turned upon his enemieshe was met in the face with the
final volley, and by the time he had
brushed the snow from his eyes there
was not a boy in sight. But there was
plenty of snow melting under his collar,because that's the place where
he was frightfully hot.

* * *

According to Levi Cook, there is a
man in his section of the city who will
never again deal with a certain drug
store in the neighborhood. The risk
is too great. This chap received a let'- V....! ,1
t l a icu Udj o agu ami uwuiuu i » *-«*u

it. He turned it upside down, sideways,crossways and almost turned it
inside out. In a moment of inspiration
his wife said:

"I'll bet you the druggist can read
it. They can read anything."
That seemed a fair idea. The letter

went over to the druggist, who took
it. disappeared behind the ambuscade

fksik
y

^

Received a letter a few days ago and
couldn't read It.

that keeps the customers from the prescriptioncounter, and in ten minutes
handed a box of pills to the maid who
had brought the letter.
The maid presented the pills to her

mistress:
"What are those?" asked the woman.
"They're the medicine the druggist

gave me."
And then a great light dawned on the

woman:
"You take those pills right back and

tell that druggist that wasn't a prescription.It was a letter from our
lawyer."

Wingrove Bathon, who is wise
enough to be a war correspondent,
and in fact has been one of those exaltedcreatures, is just like ordinary
men when it comes 10 dealing with
auctioneers. He hearkened to the plea
of one not long ago. The auctioneer
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HERE AND THERE.

Godwin.
was singing: the praises of a collection
of books of considerable note. The
auctioneer said the boo .s were written
by the greatest known historian, that
the binding was of first-class, and that
in general it was the greatest bargain
to be obtained in the city. Bathon

I

Found that he lind bought twelve
copleu of volume XIV.

knew that ordinarily the complete
writings of this historian would cost
about $150. and here was a chance
to get them for $3. Ho he bought the
sot.and when he op< ned the package
at home he found that he had bought
twelve copies of volume XIV.
Meantime, the auctioneer had flown

to other fields.
I & at sk jfc

At a Christmas house party two littleboys were telling each otner about
the various presents the members of
the families received:
"And my Uncle Jack gave my mother

tfp \ ytel tubu-j"w 1*7 I y
" u u " re5V| fv^rutr *

Didn't know what guest towels were.

and father four pretty guest towels,"
said Billy.
"What are they?" asked Donald.
"Aw, don't you know what guest

towels are? They're those towels what
your mother puts in the bathroom when
house guests come and gets mad if they
use 'em."

SEES MORAL DECADENCE
IN THE DISREGARD OF LAW

Gov. Whitman, in His Inaugural
Address, Sounds a Warning to

American People.

ALBANY, X. Y.f January 2..A warningof moral decadence if the spirit of
lawlessness In all American communitiesgoes unchecked was one of the
striking utterances in Gov. Charles S.
Whitman's inaugural addresses yesterday.The increase of crime, the governorsaid, deserved the thoughtful attentionof the legislature.
"Disregard of law, impatience with

legal and moral restraints, contempt
for the judicial and executive minisIters of justice are phenomena observiablein all American communities and
all classes," he added. "No material
prosperity, no abounding wealth, no

progress in the sciences can save us
from moral decadence and ultimate decayif this spirit of lawlessness and
contempt for legal authority shall continue.

Lynchings and Murders Noted.
"The public opinion that tolerates

lawlessness, whether it be the lynching
of the negro or the murder of the obscure,or the violence attending nearly
«il Hiunntou hpfwpftn lahnr and can-

ital, will inevitably engender a fatal
malady unless the quickened conscience
of the American people shall call a

halt.
"There is but one way of meeting the

danger, and that way is through the
creation of a dominant and pervading
public sentiment in support of the enforcementof the law. Where that sentimentis wanting no devices of the
law can make up for it."
Gov. Whitman advocated tlie adoptionof the budget system in state

finances.
"If public expenditure should increase

in the future at the same rate as in the
past," he declared, "it will be only a

question of time when we shall drift
into bankruptcy."

Dr. James S. Shaw Dead.
BOSTON, January 2..Dr. James S.

Shaw, well known in theatrical circles
for many years, and a brother of Dr.
Anna Howard Shaw, president of the
National Woman Suffrage Association,
died yesterday. Dr. Shaw was examiningphysician for the Actors' Fund of
America. He was born in Newcastle,
England, seventy-six years ago.
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URGES PUHING AN END 5
TO PATRONAGE CONFLICT*1

u
is

Former Senator Bourne Would Divest
President of Appointive a

Power. "

u

"The present conflict between the e!

President and the United States Senate °

over appointment of federal employes *s

in various states echinates a very grave **
evil in our form of government." assertsformer Senator Jonathan Bourne,
jr., in the course of a statement given ctothe press.
"Today more than 10,000 appointments

are made by the President 'by and witlij{*
the advice and consent of the Senate.'*' n
More than a thousand appointments are :C
made by the President without confirmationby the Senate. There may be e]
a dozen candidates for each position.
It is absurd to imagine that any Presi-
dent can intelligently select the most
desirable men for more than ll,00n
offices out of probably 100,000 appli- p
cants. n

How Patronage Is Used.

"Patronage has become a means by a

which the executive rewards those who p
agree with him on legislation and pun- jn
ishes those who differ and have cour- p
age to exercise the inherent right and tl
sworn duty of independent thought and ^

action. ! ^
"Patronage lias almost destroyed si
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ongress as a co-ordinate branch of a

overnment and made it largely sub- I
ervient to the White House. |
"Important legislation now is planned
nd written in the executive branch of
overnment and forced through Conresspartly by the aid of patronage.
"Such a procedure is a menace to poplarand representative government. It
the beginning of dictatorship.

Favors Popular Elections. ]
"The remedy, it seems to me, is the
doption of a constitutional amendlentdivesting the President of his
ower to nominate postmasters, col?ctorsof customs and internal rev-

nue, registers and receivers of land
flices. district attorneys and United ^
fates marshals, and providing that (

icy shall be elected by the people in j
lelr several jurisdictions. j
"Congress, consisting of 531 members,
:m far more intelligently and tinsel- ;
shly legislate for 100,000,000 people
tan Ciin any President. The sole *

ower of a President should be admin- }
itration, not legislation suggestion,
ot coercion.a veto resubmission to

ongress, not the executive barter and
tie of patronage for the initiation or
efeat of legislation. A one-man governmentcannot last."

Only Arkansas "Wet" Spot.
LITTLE ROCK. Ark.. January 1.. |
lot Springs saloons were re-opened at
oon yesterday, and that city now is

ie only "wet" spot in the state,
aloons in all other cities were closed
t midnight, and under the statutes
etitions containing a majority of the
ames of white adult citizens must be 1:

resented to the county court before t

iiey can procure licenses. The Hot 1
prings license was reissued without 11
ontest from the anti-liquor forces.
ittle Rock is expected to remain dry
Bveral weeks. i t
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DECLARES PRESIDENT i
HAS NOT OBEYED LAW!

Mann Says Administration Has Not

Suggested Possible Economies
to Congress. ,

In a statement issued by Ueprcsenta:iveMann of Illinois, republican leader
>f the. House, the charge is made that
he administration has not followed the
aw in regard to estimates of receipts
md expenditures, by a failure ol' the
['resident to communicate to Congress
ust what economies should he effected
n order to reduce the expenses to in-
ome. Representative [Mann says the
estimates of expenditures exceed the
estimates of receipts by approximately
>35,000,000. and that no mention of pos-
uble economies has been made to Contressby the President. The law which
he republican leader quotes is the act
)f March 4, 1900, specifying: that the
President should inform Congress of
educed income in case it is lower than
he estimated expenses.

Mr. Mann s Statement.

Representative Mann said:
"In view of the fact that the catenatedappropriations are In excess of
he estimated revenues, the President
las plainly evaded the law by failing
o communicate with Congress 011 this
Luestion. Of course, the Secretary of
he Treasury has made it appear by
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eliminating: the amount needed for the
sinking: fund, the appropriation for the
Panama canal and other items that the
estimated revenues are in excess of
the estimated appropriations. But the
fact remains that the book of estimatescalls for a total appropriation
of $1,090,775,134.38, while the revenues,
according to the estimate of the Secretaryof the Treasury, will be $1,055,470,000.If the Secretary of the Treasuryhas certified the facts to the President,according to law, the President
has been derelict, for Congress has receivedno communication front him
suggesting how the estimates may be
cut. or any recommendation as to how
money shall be raised to make up the
ilitTcrence between the estimated appropriationand the estimated revenues.
"As I have said before, this administrationhas no thought of economy, and

has gone back on its word, pledged in
th-< campaign of 1012. that it would
retrench if elevated to power. I think
that the administration should make
some explanation of its failure to compiywith the law of March 4. 1909."

PALESTINE OPEN TO JEWS.

One-Third of Territory Purchasable
When Money Is Provided.

ST. I/>riS. January 2..One-third of
Palestine could be bought now for
restoration as the home of the Jewish
race, if the funds were available, accordingto a statement by Dr. Kaplan Kxtplanskyof The Hague, made here before
the annual convention of the Knights of
Zlon. Heretofore the chief argument of

opponents of Zionism has been that
Palestine was unpurehasable.

Dr. Ksplansky is general secretary of
the Jewish national fund bureau. The
fund now totals f».00«\oon francs, he said,
three-fourths of which is Invested in
Palestine farm lands. The total Jewish
population of that country, he said, is
about 120,00<>, though there is room for
more than 2,000,000 people.
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